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Essay Response to Lisa Wilson Strick Article
In today's society, everything is a competition. People no longer do the things that they do for fun, but race. In this book, Lisa Wilson Strick is appalled by where society is heading. Hobbies are not for leisure anymore but mastery. The goal of mastering the hobby is not to get good at it or for personal gain, but rather it is for competition (Strick 5). We are always competing with one another. Children no longer play together for fun and growth; parents are always comparing them with others to measure who is doing better and perhaps rejoice over it. The idea that society should continuously compete with one another to measure success is wrong. 
We take things too seriously in the current society, to the point that nothing is fun anymore. The current generation of children has pressure to excel in various activities, even those that should be for fun. Although it may appear that we set the children on the path for a successful future, we are also robbing them of the joys of the present life. Why should we pressure children to be perfect at what they are doing? Why can't they do it for fun? A parent may enrol a child to a soccer team, not because they want them to enjoy the game, but rather so that the child can become the best at it. While there is nothing wrong with excelling in a particular field, enjoying the game should precede attaining perfection. 
Merits and Demerits
Wilson's arguments have merit but also demerits. Indeed, we should always do things that we enjoy, however, that should not create space for mediocrity. If we fail to take things seriously, we may end up not realizing our full potential. The child who enrols in a soccer team, for instance, should not just aim at enjoying the game (Strick 21). If the child takes soccer seriously and puts the required time and effort, he might grow up to become a great soccer player. The child mastery of the game may later bring him accolades as well as fulfilments. Success is equally vital in today's society. Therefore, in as much as we aim at enjoying life, there should be no room for mediocrity.
Techniques Used
In the book, Wilson uses both narration and persuasive techniques in passing across the message. She narrates how her childhood was and compares it to the youth of her son (Strick 14). During her days, children played merely for fun and enjoyment. The generation her child is in, however, aims at competition and recognition; this attitude bars children from enjoying their childhood days. Some parents are even shy of exposing their children to others in society, especially if they view them as less talented. The adults are shying away from hobbies they enjoyed because engaging in them requires some level of perfection. The overall effect of this is, therefore, is a less cohesive society. Wilson persuades us to enjoy life and have a carefree attitude; this attitude can prolong the lifespan of a person. 
I partially agree with Wilson's thoughts on this book; however, I also have some reservations. Indeed, society is increasingly becoming competitive, which results in a lot of pressures in life, and those who are unable to cope are broken. It is this attitude that has to lead to an increase in depression and suicide rates. Whereas competition is not a healthy attitude, mediocrity should not have space to thrive. It is good to explore areas of our talents and possibly realize our potential in the area. There is a lot of fulfilment in achieving our strength and maximizing it. Who knows, that gift can create a room for you in places where you would otherwise not reach.
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